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Abstract 
Write your abstract in complete sentences in paragraph form.  Delete these requirements when you are finished:
· This should sum up your entire report (background, procedure, and results) on one page
· No more than 250 words
· If you choose to compete, THIS IS WHAT GOES WITH YOU TO COMPETITIONS. 
· Save this for last!  This should be the hardest part to write.
· A copy of this abstract should be printed and included on your display poster.
· Begin the next section on a new page.
Introduction 

Think of your introduction like your “background research” section.  It should be at least 1.5 pages, written in paragraph form.  It should include the following:

· Explain why your research topic is important, and how it relates to the world around you.

· Describe your reasoning behind your hypothesis (be careful to do this WITHOUT actually saying “I”, “we”, “you”, or any other personal pronouns! 

· Describe any previous experiments that are similar to yours

· Explain how the results of your experiment could be useful and why your experiment is important

· Make sure you use IN-TEXT CITATIONS as much as possible!  Every time you say a fact that is not common knowledge, you MUST use an in-text citation – even if you put the idea into your own words!  If you need citation help, use the BHS citation help page at: http://blythevillechemistry.weebly.com/citation-help-page.html
Materials and Methods

Write the following in paragraph form.  Make sure you write this section in your own words, exactly as YOU conducted the experiment.  Copy-and-pasting a procedure from somewhere else is not acceptable!  

Act like you are telling a story... just write what you did!  Make sure to include:
· All materials used and how you used them. (NOT in a bulleted list)
· Include diagrams!  This means drawings, photographs, graphs, computer printouts, survey copies, or anything else that shows the set-up for your project!
· Pretend you are telling another person how to do your experiment. Someone else should be able to take this section and use it to do your experiment exactly the way you did!
Discussion

· Explain your results – was your hypothesis correct, or incorrect?  How do you know?

· Describe the science behind your results – what causes the effect that you found?
· Describe any problems you may have encountered. Tell what you had to do to correct them or what you would do if you did this over.

· What other investigations (if any) would you like to do as a result of this project.

Conclusion

· DO NOT begin this section with “in conclusion”.  That is what headings are for.

· Describe any “last words” you have for your audience – summarize your findings, and re-state whether your hypothesis was correct or incorrect. (If you did an engineering project, explain whether or not your project was a success)
· Limit this section to 2 – 4 sentences
Bibliography (Start this section on a new page)

· List any books, experts, websites, or other sources you used to do this project

· Go to the Chickasaw Science website (www.chickasawscience.weebly.com), or the Citation Help page (http://blythevillechemistry.weebly.com/citation-help-page.html) for formatting help
